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How to Use this Curriculum 
 

 It is a challenge to write curriculum that appeals to all Friends. We have 

attempted to offer variety by gathering and combining outlines from previous 

presentations of Faith and Practice studies. Choose what is most fitting for your 

participants, and according to your time constraints.  The youth curriculum 

follows the same outline as the adult material and is packed with active and 

creative methods in case you need additional ideas.  The order of material 

follows the outline of Faith and Practice; however, each lesson can also stand 

alone and does not build on previous lessons.    

 

 

Scripture Verses and Quaker Quotes:  

o Scripture is taken from a variety of versions.  

o Consider reading verses and quotes at the beginning and end of each 

lesson in order to tie everything together. 

 

Skits & Visitors:  

o Some scripts can be performed on the spot during the lesson. 

o Several will need preparation or a little rehearsal. 

o Consider performing one for the entire meeting.  

o Be creative with costuming and props.  This will build more excitement 

and interest in the group. 

o Invite others from your Meeting to share as visitors, involving other 

generations in your study. 

o Assist your group in connecting the values demonstrated by the lives of 

the Quaker visitors to our lives today. 

 

Lessons:  

o Curriculum sets include the following 

- One printed copy of each lesson, including scripts, handouts, and 

printed powerpoint slides. 

- A CD with the lessons, scripts, handouts, and powerpoint  

 presentations. 

- DVD #1 with the initial packet, DVD #2 will soon follow. 

o Some lessons that have a DVD segment also have an optional video 

introduction that is not listed in the lesson. 

o Feel free to make additional copies of all items.  

o If powerpoint presentations do not seem to work properly, install the 

PowerPoint Viewer Progam provided on the CD and use it to show the 

presentations. 

 

 



Discussion Questions and Queries:  

o Read aloud and discuss the answers as a group or in small break-out 

groups. 

o Allow some quiet time for journaling to reflect personal answers to the 

queries. 

o Some queries may serve as an effective tool for entering into open 

worship. 

o Several queries are taken directly from Faith and Practice. 

 

Worship:  

o Each lesson ends with a time of worship.  Allow time for the participants to 

reflect and close in prayer.   
 

 

“Do you provide in your schedule of activities an opportunity for daily 

devotions?  Do you prayerfully seek the leading of the Holy Spirit in the 

interpretation of scriptural truth?  Does your personal conduct reflect the true 

integrity of Christian character as set forth in the Scriptures?  Do you always 

 strive so to live that you will have a “conscience void of offense toward 

 God and man?” 

 

- North Carolina Yearly Meeting Faith & Practice page 55 
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Quaker Faith and PracticeQuaker Faith and Practice

A History of North Carolina Yearly A History of North Carolina Yearly 

MeetingMeeting

The MeetingThe Meeting
And so I find it well to come And so I find it well to come 
For deeper rest to this still For deeper rest to this still 
roomroom
For here the habit of the soul For here the habit of the soul 
Feels less the outer world's Feels less the outer world's 
controlcontrol
The strength of mutual The strength of mutual 
purpose pleadspurpose pleads
More earnestly our common More earnestly our common 
needs;needs;
And from the stillness And from the stillness 
multiplied multiplied 
By these still forms on either By these still forms on either 
side,side,
The world that time and The world that time and 
sense have known sense have known 
Falls off and leaves us God Falls off and leaves us God 
alone...alone...

--John Greenleaf Whittier, Quaker PoetJohn Greenleaf Whittier, Quaker Poet

George Fox, Founder of QuakerismGeorge Fox, Founder of Quakerism

!! Born in England in 1624Born in England in 1624

!! And when all my hopes in And when all my hopes in 
them and all men were them and all men were 
gone, so that I had gone, so that I had 
nothing outwardly to help nothing outwardly to help 
me, nor could tell what to me, nor could tell what to 
do, then I heard a voice do, then I heard a voice 
which said, which said, ““There is one, There is one, 
even Christ Jesus that even Christ Jesus that 
can speak to thy can speak to thy 
condition,condition,”” and when I and when I 
heard it, my heart did heard it, my heart did 
leap for joy.leap for joy.

The Good News According to The Good News According to 

George FoxGeorge Fox

!! A belief in the Inward Light of Christ (that true Light that A belief in the Inward Light of Christ (that true Light that 
gives light to every man), gives light to every man), ““Christ has come to teach his Christ has come to teach his 
people himself.people himself.”” He is our teacher and we need no He is our teacher and we need no 
priest or intermediary to teach us.priest or intermediary to teach us.

I was commanded to turn people to that inward light, spirit, andI was commanded to turn people to that inward light, spirit, and grace, grace, 
by which all might know their salvation, and their way to God, eby which all might know their salvation, and their way to God, even ven 

that divine Spirit which would lead them into all Truth.that divine Spirit which would lead them into all Truth.

"" This experience with Christ can be universal for all This experience with Christ can be universal for all 
persons if they respond to the transforming power of the persons if they respond to the transforming power of the 
Living Christ.  Grace comes from God to all, not just to Living Christ.  Grace comes from God to all, not just to 
the the ““electelect”” and not through ceremonies or rituals, but by and not through ceremonies or rituals, but by 
immediate personal experienceimmediate personal experience

Good News According to Fox cont.Good News According to Fox cont.

## The church is not a building or an The church is not a building or an 

institution but a living fellowshipinstitution but a living fellowship

So I opened to the people that the So I opened to the people that the 

ground and house was no holier than any ground and house was no holier than any 

other place, and that the house was not the other place, and that the house was not the 
church, but the people of which Christ is the church, but the people of which Christ is the 

head.head.

Knowing ChristKnowing Christ

!! We can know Christ We can know Christ 

experientially and experientially and 

respond in obedience.  respond in obedience.  

One of the problems Fox One of the problems Fox 

had with the Puritans is had with the Puritans is 

that they were always that they were always 

““preaching up sinpreaching up sin”” but but 

failed to emphasize the failed to emphasize the 

power of God over sinpower of God over sin
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An Ocean of Darkness and an An Ocean of Darkness and an 

Ocean of LightOcean of Light
!! A message of hope, that in the A message of hope, that in the 

face of evil and darkness, the face of evil and darkness, the 
Spirit of Christ gives the power to Spirit of Christ gives the power to 
overcome the darkness such that overcome the darkness such that 
there is not only hope for the there is not only hope for the 
individual, but hope for the world individual, but hope for the world 
that Godthat God’’s kingdom can come and s kingdom can come and 
his will be done his will be done ““on earth as it is on earth as it is 
in heaven.in heaven.””

And the Lord answered that it was And the Lord answered that it was 
needful I should speak to all needful I should speak to all 

conditions; and in this I saw the conditions; and in this I saw the 
infinite love of God.  I saw also infinite love of God.  I saw also 

that there was an ocean of that there was an ocean of 
darkness and death, but an darkness and death, but an 

infinite ocean of light and love, infinite ocean of light and love, 
which flowed over the ocean of which flowed over the ocean of 

darkness.  And in that also I saw darkness.  And in that also I saw 
the infinite love of God and had the infinite love of God and had 

great openings.great openings.

There is That of God in EveryoneThere is That of God in Everyone

!! Fox referred to that Fox referred to that 

principle of God in man principle of God in man 

as the light of Christ or as the light of Christ or 

the seed.  Barclay in the seed.  Barclay in The The 
Apology Apology compares the compares the 

action of the Holy Spirit action of the Holy Spirit 

on that seed to the on that seed to the 

physical birth of Christ physical birth of Christ 

saying that saying that ““Christ is born Christ is born 

anew in our heartsanew in our hearts””

““QuakersQuakers””

!! At first Fox and his followers met as a simple At first Fox and his followers met as a simple 
worshipping fellowship, calling themselves worshipping fellowship, calling themselves ““Children of Children of 
Light.Light.”” Gradually the term Gradually the term ““Friends of TruthFriends of Truth”” came into came into 
use.  The world use.  The world ““SocietySociety”” was used much as we would was used much as we would 
use the term use the term ““fellowshipfellowship”” today.  The world called Fox today.  The world called Fox 
and his followers and his followers ““QuakersQuakers”” because they trembled because they trembled 
under the power of the Holy Spirit, especially when they under the power of the Holy Spirit, especially when they 
prayed. prayed. 

Sometimes the power of God will break forth upon a whole Sometimes the power of God will break forth upon a whole 
meetingmeeting……and thereby trembling and a motion of the and thereby trembling and a motion of the 

body will be upon most if not allbody will be upon most if not all
--Robert BarclayRobert Barclay

The Three Legged Stool  The Three Legged Stool  
Checks and Balances

!! When a Friend is feeling a leading, he When a Friend is feeling a leading, he 
or she has first the Bible as a or she has first the Bible as a 
checkpoint, knowing God will not lead checkpoint, knowing God will not lead 
in a manner contrary to what He has in a manner contrary to what He has 
already revealed.  Secondly, there is already revealed.  Secondly, there is 
the light of the gathered community.  the light of the gathered community.  
Friends believed that individual Friends believed that individual 
leadings should be checked with the leadings should be checked with the 
leadings of the community.  leadings of the community.  

!! Therefore, the front leg (the leading) Therefore, the front leg (the leading) 
is fully supported by the two rear legs is fully supported by the two rear legs 
(Scripture and the gathered (Scripture and the gathered 
community)community)

Peace TestimonyPeace Testimony
I told them I told them 
that I lived that I lived 
in the in the 
virtue of virtue of 
that life that life 
and power and power 
that took that took 
away the away the 
occasion of occasion of 
all wars.all wars.

--George FoxGeorge Fox

Quakers Come to AmericaQuakers Come to America

!! The first Quakers arrived in what would become The first Quakers arrived in what would become 
the United States of America in 1656the United States of America in 1656

!! Two women, Mary Fisher and Anne Austin, came Two women, Mary Fisher and Anne Austin, came 
to Puritan Massachusetts as missionariesto Puritan Massachusetts as missionaries

!! Some Quakers came to America seeking Some Quakers came to America seeking 
religious freedom, others became martyrs in religious freedom, others became martyrs in 
their attempts to witness to the Puritans their attempts to witness to the Puritans 
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George FoxGeorge Fox’’s Travels in VA and NCs Travels in VA and NC

!! Fox traveled through southeastern VA and NC in Fox traveled through southeastern VA and NC in 

the fall of 1672the fall of 1672
!! A marker at A marker at 

Somerton Friends Somerton Friends 

Meeting in eastern Meeting in eastern 

VA recording FoxVA recording Fox’’s s 

TravelsTravels

““After this our way to Carolina After this our way to Carolina 

grew worse, being much of itgrew worse, being much of it

plashyplashy and pretty full of greatand pretty full of great

bogs and swamps; so that webogs and swamps; so that we

were commonly wet to the were commonly wet to the 

knees.knees.”” –– George FoxGeorge Fox

Somerton, VASomerton, VA
We were commonly wet to the We were commonly wet to the 
knees most of us, and lay knees most of us, and lay 
abroad at night in the woods abroad at night in the woods 
by a fire, saving that one of by a fire, saving that one of 
the nights we got to a poor the nights we got to a poor 
house at a place called house at a place called 
SommertownSommertown and lay by a fire and lay by a fire 
in the house.  The woman of in the house.  The woman of 
the house had a sense of God the house had a sense of God 
upon her; and the report of upon her; and the report of 
our travel had reached thither, our travel had reached thither, 
and drawn some people that and drawn some people that 
lived beyond lived beyond SommertownSommertown to to 
that house in expectation to that house in expectation to 
have seen and heard us (so have seen and heard us (so 
acceptable was the sound of acceptable was the sound of 
Truth in that wilderness Truth in that wilderness 
country) country) 

Eastern Virginia and North CarolinaEastern Virginia and North Carolina

We entered our boats We entered our boats 
again and went that day again and went that day 
about thirty miles to one about thirty miles to one 
Joseph ScottJoseph Scott’’s , and there s , and there 
we had a Meeting and we had a Meeting and 
many people were at it; a many people were at it; a 
sound, precious meeting sound, precious meeting 
it was, and the people it was, and the people 
were tendered and much were tendered and much 
desired after meetings.desired after meetings.

Perquimans County, NCPerquimans County, NC

!! The first Quaker family The first Quaker family 

to settle in the Carolina to settle in the Carolina 

wilderness was that of wilderness was that of 

Henry Phelps (Phillips) Henry Phelps (Phillips) 

who built a home on who built a home on 

the Perquimans River the Perquimans River 

where the town of where the town of 

Hertford now stands.  Hertford now stands.  

He was visited by He was visited by 

William William EdmundsonEdmundson in in 

16721672

William William EdmundsonEdmundson
The first voice of a Christian The first voice of a Christian 
preacher heard in North preacher heard in North 
Carolina was that of a Quaker, Carolina was that of a Quaker, 
William William EdmundsonEdmundson who came who came 
to the colony in May, 1672.  to the colony in May, 1672.  
undaunted by difficulties, undaunted by difficulties, 
discomforts, and dangers, he discomforts, and dangers, he 
courageously plunged into the courageously plunged into the 
wilderness and carried his wilderness and carried his 
Gospel message to the Gospel message to the 
scattered settlers whom church scattered settlers whom church 
had neglected and forgotten.  had neglected and forgotten.  
He found the people famished He found the people famished 
for the Gospel and the Word of for the Gospel and the Word of 
God.  Many were truly God.  Many were truly 
converted and became converted and became 
members of the Society.members of the Society.

-- History of North Carolina Vol. IHistory of North Carolina Vol. I

R.D.W. ConnorR.D.W. Connor

First Quaker Meeting Houses Built First Quaker Meeting Houses Built 

in North Carolinain North Carolina

1703- Symon’s Creek Friends

1704 – Upper Meeting (later merged 
with Piney Woods)

1705 –Little River 

1706 – Lower Meeting House (Old 
Neck)

1706 – Caleb Bundy’s
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North Carolina Yearly MeetingNorth Carolina Yearly Meeting

At a quarterly meeting At a quarterly meeting 
at the house of at the house of henryhenry

white this 4white this 4thth day of the day of the 
44thth month, 1698: it is month, 1698: it is 
unanimusunanimus agreed by agreed by 
frfr’’ndsnds that the last that the last 

seventh day of the 7seventh day of the 7thth

month in every month in every yereyere be be 
the yearly meeting for the yearly meeting for 

this this CuntreeCuntree at the at the 
house of house of francisfrancis toms toms 

the elder. the elder. 

-- MinutesMinutes

Great Great ContentneaContentnea QuarterQuarter

1754 – Preparative Meeting 
established at Neuse

1740– Friends settled along 
Neuse River.  Minute book dates 
from 1748.  Called Great 
Contentnea Meeting, later 
changed to Nahunta.

1751 – Cane Creek Friends

Cane CreekCane Creek
Cane Creek was set up, the 
first in the central part of 
North Carolina.  

In 1751, Abigail Pike and 
Rachel Wright of Cane Creek 
traveled to Quarterly 
Meeting at Little River in 
Perquimans County to ask 
that a meeting under the 
care of NC Yearly Meeting 
be set up there. 

1753 – Meeting for Worship 
was set up at Rocky River

1773 – Spring 

Friends Meeting

Western Quarter Western Quarter -- 17591759

1824 –
Friends 
began 
meeting 
at 
Chatham 
Friends 
Meeting

New Garden QuarterNew Garden Quarter

1754 – New Garden 
Meeting established

1787 – New Garden 
Quarterly Meeting 
organized from 
Western Quarterly 

Meeting and made 
up of New Garden, 
Deep River, 
Westfield, Bush 
River (SC) and 
Wrightsborough
(GA)

Westfield FriendsWestfield Friends

Friends began 
meeting at Tom’s 
Creek (later 
Westfield) in 1787.  
Mount Pleasant 
Monthly Meeting 
(Old Quaker 
Graveyard) 
established 1801.
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Deep RiverDeep River

1753 – Deep River 
Friends Meeting 
was begun, mostly 
by settlers who 
had come down 
the Great Wagon 
Road from 
Pennsylvania, 
Delaware, and 
Virginia.  It 
became a monthly 
meeting in 1778.

Deep River Quarterly Meeting Deep River Quarterly Meeting --

18191819

1773 – Springfield Friends Meeting 1812 – Jamestown Friends Meeting

Made up of Deep River, Springfield, with Deep Creek added in 1832

Southern QuarterSouthern Quarter

Set off from Western Quarterly Meeting. Made up of Back Creek, Holly Spring, and Marlboro

1797 – Marlboro Friends Meeting1760 – Meeting for Worship 
began at Holly Spring

1793 – Deep Creek Friends

Yadkin Quarter Yadkin Quarter -- 18891889

All other meetings in Yadkin Quarter came from Deep Creek.

Surry Quarter was set off from Deep Creek in 1898.

Northwest Quarter was set off from Surry Quarter in 1999.

Battle of Guilford CourthouseBattle of Guilford Courthouse

!! Just before the Battle of Just before the Battle of 
Guilford Courthouse, Guilford Courthouse, 
British troops camped British troops camped 
around Deep Riveraround Deep River

!! The main part of the The main part of the 
Battle of Guilford Battle of Guilford 
Courthouse took place Courthouse took place 
around New Garden around New Garden 
MeetingMeeting

!! Friends cared for the Friends cared for the 
living and buried the living and buried the 
dead regardless of which dead regardless of which 
army they were fromarmy they were from

Friends and PeaceFriends and Peace

General Nathaniel Greene General Nathaniel Greene 
had been a member of a had been a member of a 
Friends meeting in New Friends meeting in New 
England, but his plea for England, but his plea for 
New Garden Friends to New Garden Friends to 
give sympathetic support give sympathetic support 
to the cause for to the cause for 
independence fell on deaf independence fell on deaf 
ears.  To them war was ears.  To them war was 
contrary to the will of contrary to the will of 
God and they could not God and they could not 
aid in any way either side aid in any way either side 
of the conflict of the conflict 
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Friends and EqualityFriends and Equality
We at present We at present 
have peace with have peace with 
all the nations of all the nations of 
the Indiansthe Indians……The The 
TuscaroraTuscarora king king 
seems to be a seems to be a 
very wise man very wise man 
and I look upon and I look upon 
their outward their outward 
civilizing as a civilizing as a 
good good 
preparation for preparation for 
the gospel, the gospel, 
which God in his which God in his 
season without season without 
doubt, will cause doubt, will cause 
to dawn among to dawn among 
themthem

-- John ArchdaleJohn Archdale

To labor for the perfect redemption from the To labor for the perfect redemption from the 
spirit of oppression is the great business of the spirit of oppression is the great business of the 
whole family of Jesus Christ in the world. whole family of Jesus Christ in the world. 
--John John WoolmanWoolman

Friends and SlaveryFriends and Slavery

Friends of the Western Quarter Friends of the Western Quarter 
made a motion for some notice made a motion for some notice 
to be taken in respect to the to be taken in respect to the 
QuerieQuerie Relating to buying and Relating to buying and 
selling Negroes, and Friends selling Negroes, and Friends 
appointed a committee to appointed a committee to 
consider the same and make consider the same and make 
report to the next sitting of report to the next sitting of 
this meetingthis meeting……We do give it We do give it 
our Judgment that no Friend in our Judgment that no Friend in 
unity shall buy a Negro or unity shall buy a Negro or 
other slave Excepting it be to other slave Excepting it be to 
prevent the Parting of man prevent the Parting of man 
and wife or Parent and Childand wife or Parent and Child

The Manumission SocietyThe Manumission Society

In July 1816 an extensive In July 1816 an extensive 

manumission society manumission society 

(setting people free from (setting people free from 

slavery) came into slavery) came into 

existence.  Meetings were existence.  Meetings were 

held at Centre and Deep held at Centre and Deep 

River.  The group River.  The group 

advocated a doctrine of advocated a doctrine of 

immediate and immediate and 

unconditional unconditional 

emancipation.emancipation.

The Underground RailroadThe Underground Railroad

Under the leadership of Under the leadership of 
Levi and Vestal Coffin Levi and Vestal Coffin 

an an ““Underground Underground 
RailroadRailroad”” was was 

established.  This was a established.  This was a 
series of Quaker homes series of Quaker homes 

stretching from North stretching from North 
Carolina to Indiana Carolina to Indiana 

where slaves could find where slaves could find 
food and a place to food and a place to 

sleep as they escaped sleep as they escaped 
to freedomto freedom

Friends and EducationFriends and Education

During 1830 Yearly Meeting sessions, Nathan 
Hunt expressed a concern about education 
among Friends.  As a result New Garden 
Boarding School opened in eighth month, first 
day 1837.

Became Guilford College, second month, 
twenty-second day, 1888.

Nereus
Mendenhall, 

guiding force 
in the 

school’s 
early days

Rise of the Pastoral SystemRise of the Pastoral System
!! Membership began to decline during the Civil Membership began to decline during the Civil 

WarWar

!! During the Second Great Awakening, Friends During the Second Great Awakening, Friends 
reconnected with the evangelical part of their reconnected with the evangelical part of their 
faith and held revival meetingsfaith and held revival meetings

!! After revivals, new converts urged the After revivals, new converts urged the 
evangelists to stay in the community and help evangelists to stay in the community and help 
establish new meetings and for the first time in establish new meetings and for the first time in 
history, Quakers in North Carolina had pastorshistory, Quakers in North Carolina had pastors

!! In 1902 there was a split and several meetings In 1902 there was a split and several meetings 
left to form North Carolina Yearly Meeting left to form North Carolina Yearly Meeting ––
Conservative to preserve Friends Conservative to preserve Friends ““ancient ancient 
manner of worshipmanner of worship””
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WorshipWorship

“…“…the Quaker method is extremely simple.  No the Quaker method is extremely simple.  No 
intermediary, ritual, or ceremony is required. Words are intermediary, ritual, or ceremony is required. Words are 
not essential.  God does not need to be brought near for not essential.  God does not need to be brought near for 
““closer is He than breathing and nearer than hands and closer is He than breathing and nearer than hands and 
feet.feet.”” It is the human mind and heart that need to be It is the human mind and heart that need to be 
adjusted and made conscious of His presence.  And as adjusted and made conscious of His presence.  And as 
the sincere worshipper waits in silent meditation, or the sincere worshipper waits in silent meditation, or 
voices prayer and praise, he experiences this fresh sense voices prayer and praise, he experiences this fresh sense 
of God and with it a renewal of spiritual strength in of God and with it a renewal of spiritual strength in 
communion with God and his fellow worshippers.communion with God and his fellow worshippers.””

-- North Carolina Yearly Meeting Faith and PracticeNorth Carolina Yearly Meeting Faith and Practice

The MeetingThe Meeting
And so I find it well to come And so I find it well to come 
For deeper rest to this still For deeper rest to this still 
roomroom
For here the habit of the soul For here the habit of the soul 
Feels less the outer world's Feels less the outer world's 
controlcontrol
The strength of mutual The strength of mutual 
purpose pleadspurpose pleads
More earnestly our common More earnestly our common 
needs;needs;
And from the stillness And from the stillness 
multiplied multiplied 
By these still forms on either By these still forms on either 
side,side,
The world that time and The world that time and 
sense have known sense have known 
Falls off and leaves us God Falls off and leaves us God 
alone...alone...

--John Greenleaf Whittier, Quaker PoetJohn Greenleaf Whittier, Quaker Poet
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“
That is why I am 

suffering as I am. 

Yet I am not 

ashamed, because I 

know whom I have 

believed, and am 

convinced that he is 

able to guard what I 

have entrusted to 

him for that day.”                                   

II Timothy 1:12 
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It is who you are and 

the way you live that 

count before God.  

Your worship must 

engage your spirit in 

the pursuit of truth.  

That’s the kind of peo-

ple the Father is out 

looking for: those who 

are simply and hon-

estly themselves before 

him in their worship.  

God is sheer being 

itself- Spirit.  Those 

who worship him must 

do it out of their very 

being, their spirits, 

their true selves in 

adoration. 

                                   

John 4: 4:23-24  

(The Message) 
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Friends Friends 
and the and the 

SacramentsSacraments
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Myths about Myths about 
Friends and Friends and 
CommunionCommunion

Myth #1Myth #1
Friends do not Friends do not 

believe in believe in 
communioncommunion

Truth:Truth:
Friends believe in Friends believe in 

communion with Christ, communion with Christ, 
but emphasize the but emphasize the 

spiritual communion spiritual communion 
with Him that does not with Him that does not 
require the elements.require the elements.

Revelation 3:20Revelation 3:20

““Here I am! I stand at Here I am! I stand at 
the door and knock. the door and knock. 

If anyone hears my voice If anyone hears my voice 
and opens the door, I will and opens the door, I will 
come in and eat with him, come in and eat with him, 

and he with meand he with me””

Myth #2Myth #2
Friends are the only Friends are the only 
denomination who denomination who 

have a different have a different 
view of communion.view of communion.
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Truth:Truth:
There are major There are major 

disagreements about disagreements about 
communion within Christianitycommunion within Christianity

Disagreements include:Disagreements include:
!!MethodMethod
!!Who administers it?Who administers it?
!!FrequencyFrequency
!!Who participates?Who participates?
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=(%$(")$)=4&$)7&$3"*%-=(%$(")$)=4&$)7&$3"*%-// -.++&*6-.++&*6

We must understand the We must understand the 
Jewish and environment Jewish and environment 
to know the significance to know the significance 
of these sacraments in of these sacraments in 

JesusJesus’’ day.day.
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The  “I’s” Have It

Life and Action 

In

The Religious Society of Friends

NCYM  Faith and Practice

• The “I’s” are two words that have a great 

deal to do with Quaker life and action.

• Incarnation

• Integrity

Incarnate/incarnation

• Incarnate – to give bodily, especially 

human form to

• Incarnate or incarnation comes from the 

same root word as “carnal” which means 

flesh.  Therefore, to incarnate something is 

to enclose it in flesh, to give it a body or 

physical form.

The Incarnation

• We refer to Jesus as “God incarnate”, as 

John says:

• The Word became flesh and made his 

dwelling among us.  We have seen his 

glory, the glory of the One and Only, who 

came from the Father, full of grace and 

truth.

• John 1:14

Living incarnationally

• Because Christ lives in us, we become the 
incarnation of his indwelling presence.

• I have been crucified with Christ and I no 
longer live, but Christ lives in me.  The life 
I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son 
of God who loved me and gave himself for 
me.

• Galatians 2:20

Walk the Talk

• There’s also another way in which we 

“incarnate” our faith.  When we act on our 

beliefs, when we put into outward practice 

our inward beliefs, we are giving them 

visible expression or incarnating them.  

• Jesus told his followers to “let your line 

shine before men that they might see your 

good works.”
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Faith Without Works

• James told the early church that “faith 

without works is dead.”

• Or as Donald Miller author of Blue Like 

Jazz said, “what I believe is not what I say, 

what I believe is what I do.”

• Incarnation is translating the believing into 

doing.

Integrity

• The other “I” is integrity.  A little later we 

will talk about this concept as one of the 

normative Quaker testimonies, but it is 

more than that, it is also the foundation 

upon which all our life and action is built.

• We may think of a term like honesty or 

truthfulness as a synonym for integrity, but 

it actually means much more than that.

An integrated life

• Integrity comes from the same word as 

integrated or integral.  

• Integrate – to bring together or incorporate 

into a unified, harmonious, or interrelated 

whole or system

• Integral –composed of parts that together 

constitute a whole

• So integrity really means “walking the talk”

Normative Testimonies

• Most of what is included in the Life and 
Action section of our Faith and Practice 
can be summed up in the 5 testimonies 
usually associated with Quakers:

• Simplicity

• Peace

• Integrity

• Community

• Equality

New Testament Christianity 

Revived

• One fact of Quaker history emerges, early 

Friends invented no new doctrines; they 

merely rediscovered the basic, elemental 

teachings of Jesus.  Every single 

testimony which they proclaimed and 

practiced had been in the teachings of 

Jesus all the while.

• Seth Hinshaw

The Kingdoms of this world are 

now become . . 

Early Friends looked forward with great eagerness 

to the scene in Revelation 21 in which Christ 

comes to live among his people in a new heaven 

and a new earth that has been prepared and 

made ready to be ruled by Him.  They saw 

themselves as partners, co-laborers with Christ 

in bringing about this new heaven and earth- a 

place where God’s kingdom has come and his 

will is done on earth as it is in heaven.
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The Kingdom of our God 

• In the early chapters of the gospel of Matthew 

(5-7), Jesus begins his public ministry picking up 

the message John the Baptist had been 

proclaiming, “Change your life, God’s kingdom is 

here” (The Message) or in more traditional 

language “Repent, the kingdom of heaven is at 

hand.” In his first recorded message, the 

Sermon on the Mount, Jesus lays out what has 

come to be known as “the Kingdom Manifesto’, 

the lifestyle and values of this new kingdom.

The Kingdom of God is at hand

• Since Quakers understood the kingdom of 

God to be a present reality, and one they 

were helping extend, they believed the 

kingdom values as taught by Jesus in the 

Sermon on the Mount were not just about 

how life would be lived someday when the 

kingdom was fully come, but were meant 

to be an INTEGRAL part of the life of 

every believer.

Children of Light

• Quakers fully embraced the words of Jesus in 
the name they gave themselves, the Children of 
Light

• You are the light of the world. A city on a hill 
cannot be hidden. . . In the same way, let your 
light shine before men that they may see your 
good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.

• This “letting your light shine before men”
involved a witness to the Living Christ in all of 
life, not just in words spoken to share the good 
news of the kingdom, but in deeds and actions 
as well.

How many testimonies were there?

Although we talk about “testimonies” today, the early 
Quakers had only one testimony- a radical obedience to 
the Light of Christ that affected every part of their lives.  
As was noted, Fox felt that the church had been in a 
state of apostasy since the time of Constantine (c 329 
AD), and refocusing on these “kingdom values” was a 
major part of reviving and restoring New Testament 
Christianity.  We use the acronym SPICE to refer to 
some of the ways this testimony of obedience to Jesus 
was lived out.  All of these components –simplicity, 
peace, integrity, and equality were grounded in the 
Sermon on the Mount.

Simplicity

• To early Quakers, simple living was what Jesus was 
talking about in Matthew 6: 32, 33

• So do not worry saying, what shall we eat or what shall 
we drink, or what shall we wear?  For the pagans run 
after all these things and your heavenly Father knows 
that you need them.  But seek first his kingdom and his 
righteousness, and these things will be given to you as 
well.

• Or as Fox put it, Friends should “free themselves from 
luxurious, self-indulgent ways of living” and seek a depth 
and purity of life consistent with “the Light within.”

The Parable of the Sower and the 

Seed

• In this parable, Jesus said that the seed that fell 

among the weeds and was choked out was like 

people who let the pursuit of possessions and 

wealth and the “cares of this world” keep them 

from producing a harvest for the kingdom. 

• Early Friends were very concerned that they not 

become  over extended in their business 

pursuits or unduly occupied with the things of 

this world.
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Queries on Simple Living (pg 54)

• Do you observe simplicity and moderation in your 
manner of living?  Do you give proper attention to the 
rules of health?  Are you careful to avoid all places of 
amusement that are inconsistent with Christian 
character?  Do you practice total abstinence from 
tobacco, narcotics, and alcoholic beverages?

• Do you avoid such undue expansion of your business 
responsibilities as to endanger your personal integrity?  
Are you truthful and honest in your business 
transactions, punctual in fulfilling your promises, and 
prompt in the payment of your debts?

The Peace Testimony

• There is strong evidence both in the writings and actions of the early 
church that the entire Christian movement was pacifist in nature until 
the time of Constantine, giving literal and radical obedience to the 
words of Jesus:

• But I tell you, do not resist an evil person.  If someone strikes you 
on the right cheek, turn to him the other also . . . Love your enemies 
and pray for those who persecute you, that you may be sons of your 
Father in heaven.

• This was extended beyond the individual’s response to society as 
well from Jesus’ words to Pilate, “my kingdom is not of this world.  If 
it were, my servants would fight to prevent my arrest by the Jews.  
But now my kingdom is from another place.”

Friends’ Historic Peace Testimony

• We utterly deny all outward wars and strife, and fighting with outward 
weapons, for any end or under any pretense whatsoever . . . And we 
certainly know and testify to the whole world that the Spirit of Christ, which 
leads us into all truth, will never move us to fight and war against any man 
with outward weapons, neither for the kingdom of Christ nor for the 
kingdoms of this world

• George Fox, 1660

• We condemn war as the greatest violation of the sacredness of human life 
and reaffirm our faith that all war is absolutely contrary to the plain precepts 
of Christ, and the whole spirit of His Gospel.  We hold that no argument of 
necessity or policy, however urgent or peculiar, can avail to release 
individuals or nations from obedience to the teachings of Him who said, 
“Love your enemies.” It is our purpose to live in that spirit that takes away 
the occasion for war and to suffer violence, if necessary, as did our Lord, 
but never return evil for evil.

• North Carolina Yearly Meeting Faith and Practice 

That Life and Power

• But I told them I lived in the virtue of that life and power that took 
away the occasion for all wars

• George Fox

• He who has brought us to Himself has not prescribed for

• man precepts which are incapable of being carried into practice, or 
of which the practice is to be postponed until all shall be persuaded 
to act upon them.  We cannot doubt that they are incumbent now, 
and that we have in the prophetic Scriptures the distinct intimation of 
their direct application not only to individuals, but to nations also 
(Isaiah 2:4, Micah 4:1).  When nations conform their laws to this 
divine teaching, wars must necessarily cease.

• Richmond Declaration of Faith, 1887

Peace and justice

• Quakers also became concerned with 

addressing the causes of war and have 

tried throughout their history to work for 

both social and economic justice believing 

there can be no real peace without 

fairness and justice for all. 

Queries on Peace (pg 54-55)

• Do you consistently practice the Christian principles of love and 
goodwill toward all men?  Do you work actively for peace and for the 
removal of the causes of war?  Do you observe the testimony of 
Friends against military training and service?  Do you endeavor to 
make clear to all whom you can influence that war is inconsistent 
with the spirit and teaching of Jesus? 

• Are you concerned that our economic system shall so function as to 
sustain and enrich the life of all?  Are you giving positive service to 
society in the promotion of peaceful methods of adjustment in all 
cases of social and industrial conflict? Do you as workers, 
employers, producers, consumers, and investors endeavor to 
cultivate goodwill and mutual understanding in your economic 
relationships?  Do you intelligently exercise all your constitutional 
privileges and thus seek to promote Christian influence locally,
nationally and internationally?
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Quaker Integrity

• As was noted, to the early Quakers this was the 
most important testimony of all.  When God gave 
the ten commandments to the children of Israel, 
they were told “do not take the Lord’s name in 
vain.” Although this command has often been 
associated with swearing, the original meaning 
was much deeper and more comprehensive, 
about not living up to the name of being God’s 
people. Fox made a strong distinction between 
“professors” and “possessors”, those who 
claimed to know Jesus and those whose lives 
bore out that claim.

Do not swear

• Jesus carried this a step further in the Sermon 

on the Mount when he told his followers :

• Again you have heard that it was said to the 

people long ago, ‘Do not break your oath, but 

keep the oaths you have made to the Lord.’ But 

I tell you, do not swear at all, either by heaven 

for it is God’s throne, or by the earth for it is his 

footstool, or by Jerusalem for it is the city of the 

Great King.

Let Your Yes be Yes

• And do not swear by your head, for you cannot 

make even one hair white or black.  Simply let 

your Yes be Yes, and your No be No; anything 

beyond this comes from the evil one.

• Matthew 5: 33-35

• Early Friends were perplexed by a society that 

required them to swear on the same book in 

which Jesus told them not to swear at all by 

anything.

Living It Out 

• In addition to refusing to swear oaths in court, the 
testimony for integrity also led Friends to be scrupulous 
in truth telling.  Integrity meant telling the truth all the 
time so there was no need on any occasion to swear to 
tell the truth.  

• It also led Friends to set fixed prices on their goods and 
services, rather than changing the price depending on 
who was buying.  

• It also led Friends to some very particular testimonies in 
seeking to have their “walk match their talk.” For 
example, not only could a person  opposed to slavery 
not own slaves, but they could not with integrity 
purchase goods or services produced by slave labor. 

Community

• Friends put a strong emphasis on living in 

community with God, and with one 

another.  Fox used the phrase “coming to 

know each other in that which is eternal” to 

describe what happens in community.  

Along with Scripture, the gathered 

community was the place where individual 

leadings were weighed and tested 

(remember the three legged stool).

Checks and Balances

• Friends lived under the authority of their 

local meeting community.  In the early 

days, people could not move or marry or 

even travel without the approval of the 

community.  Quakers like John Woolman

would not even publish their writing 

without first getting the approval of the 

local meeting.    
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Reconciliation

• Friends were also very conscious of their 
responsibility to maintain community by 
reconciling their differences and living in 
harmony with one another.

• Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the 
altar and remember that your brother has 
something against you, leave your gift there in 
front of the altar.  First go and be reconciled to 
your brother, then come and offer your gift.

• Matthew 5:23-24

Queries on Community

• Do you love one another as becomes the 

followers of Christ?  Are you careful of the 

reputation of others?  When differences arise, do 

you make earnest effort to end them speedily?

• Do you seek the conversion and spiritual 

development of your young people?  Do you 

endeavor to instruct them in the principles and 

practices of Friends?  Do you strive to create a 

community life that will promote their mental and 

physical well-being?

Equality

• Just as Peter learned that God was “no 
respecter of persons”, early Friends 
understood that the Light of Christ was 
present in each and every person, so all 
were equal.  In the early days, they 
refused to take off their hats or bow or use 
formal language as an honor to those 
whom society saw as “higher class,” but 
treated everyone the same regardless of 
rank or social position.  

The Spiritual Capacity of All People

• Early Friends recognized the spiritual capacity of all 
people and were among the first to allow women to take 
an equal part in the ministry. 

• Quakers were also insistent on the spiritual capacity of 
all men including Native Americans and enslaved 
Africans.

• Do you know why 18th century Quakers all dressed in 
“Quaker gray” ?

•

James 2:1-4

• My brothers, as believers in our glorious Lord 
Jesus Christ, don’t show favoritism.  Suppose a 
man comes into your meeting wearing a gold 
ring and fine clothes, and a poor man in shabby 
clothes also comes in.  If you show special 
attention to the man wearing the fine clothes and 
say, “here’s a good seat for you,” but say to the 
poor man, “you stand there,” or “sit on the floor 
by my feet,” have you not discriminated among 
yourselves and become judges with evil 
thoughts?

Unto the least of these

• In another message, Jesus took equality 
even further by saying that if “you did it 
unto the least of these my brothers, you 
did it to me.” So Quakers understood 
when they were serving others, particularly 
those who were less fortunate, they were 
performing service to Christ himself.  And 
since Christ is the true Light “that lights 
every man” all were equally children of 
God.
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There is no difference

• Elizabeth Frye in speaking of her work 
among those incarcerated at Newgate
prison said:

• Much depends on the spirit in which the 
visitor enters her work.  She must not say 
in her heart I am better than thee, but must 
constantly keep in mind that “all have 
sinned and come short of the glory of 
God.”

A Query on Equality

• Does your attitude toward people of other 

races indicate your belief in their right to 

equal opportunity?  Do you believe in the 

spiritual capacity of men of all races and 

do you recognize their equality in the sight 

of God?  Are you aware of your 

responsibility as a Christian to help in the 

elimination of racial discrimination and 

prejudice?

Quaker Life and Action

• To labor for the perfect redemption from the spirit of 
oppression is the great business of the whole family of 
Jesus Christ in this world

• John Woolman

• In proper balance with personal evangelism, there must 
be dedicated service –wherever there is any form of 
human need “thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven”
means that we commit ourselves to being instruments of 
His love and compassion in achieving this end

• Seth Hinshaw
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FORM of GOVERNMENTFORM of GOVERNMENT

IDEALS in GOVERNMENTIDEALS in GOVERNMENT

1.The Church as a Society1.The Church as a Society

2. Equal Rights2. Equal Rights

3. Waiting for Guidance3. Waiting for Guidance

4. Friendly Method4. Friendly Method

5. Tenure of Office5. Tenure of Office

Meeting on Ministry & CounsMeeting on Ministry & Counselel

!! Established for:Established for:

!! Monthly MeetingMonthly Meeting

!! Quarterly MeetingQuarterly Meeting

The Church as a SocietyThe Church as a Society

The Religious Society of Friends is a The Religious Society of Friends is a 

community of believers in which there community of believers in which there 

is but one Master and no intermediary is but one Master and no intermediary 

affecting any individualaffecting any individual’’s relationship s relationship 

to God.to God.

Equal RightsEqual Rights

Has endowed each person with gifts Has endowed each person with gifts 

which are to be developed Friends which are to be developed Friends 

recognize the fact that God and recognize the fact that God and 

exercised to the extent of oneexercised to the extent of one’’s s 

ability.ability.

Waiting for GuidanceWaiting for Guidance

The practice of holding meetings for The practice of holding meetings for 

business following a period of worship business following a period of worship 

opens the way for continuation of the opens the way for continuation of the 

religious fellowship experienced during religious fellowship experienced during 

such a period.such a period.

Friendly MethodFriendly Method

!! It is the practice of Friends to give It is the practice of Friends to give 

unhurried and sympathetic consideration unhurried and sympathetic consideration 

to all proposals and expressions of to all proposals and expressions of 

opinion.opinion.

!! Respect an earnest and sincere minorityRespect an earnest and sincere minority

!! Be certain that any concern or comment is Be certain that any concern or comment is 

lead by the Spirit of the Lordlead by the Spirit of the Lord
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Tenure of OfficeTenure of Office

!! In keeping with the Quaker ideals of In keeping with the Quaker ideals of 
service and the distribution of service and the distribution of 
responsibility, the monthly, quarterly responsibility, the monthly, quarterly 
meeting and the yearly meeting should not meeting and the yearly meeting should not 
unduly prolong the services of officers and unduly prolong the services of officers and 
committee members nor give to one committee members nor give to one 
person many appointments.person many appointments.

!! Use rotation Use rotation –– develop the talents and gifts develop the talents and gifts 
of a wider range of members of a wider range of members 

Basis of MembershipBasis of Membership

!! Active MembersActive Members

!! Associate MembersAssociate Members

!! Affiliated MembersAffiliated Members

Active MembersActive Members

!! Friends receive into active membership Friends receive into active membership 

those whose faith in Christ as a personal those whose faith in Christ as a personal 

Savior is manifest in their lives and who Savior is manifest in their lives and who 

are in unity with the teachings of Christian are in unity with the teachings of Christian 

truth as held by Friends.truth as held by Friends.

!! Membership is seen Membership is seen ““primarily in terms of primarily in terms of 

discipleshipdiscipleship””

Membership implies:Membership implies:

!! A sense of responsibilityA sense of responsibility

!! A sense of commitmentA sense of commitment

!! A willingness to be used by GodA willingness to be used by God

Associate MembershipAssociate Membership

!! Children of members are automatically Children of members are automatically 

enrolled at birth as associate members.enrolled at birth as associate members.

Affiliated MembersAffiliated Members

!! Monthly Meetings may accept as affiliated Monthly Meetings may accept as affiliated 

members, students and other persons members, students and other persons 

temporarily attending the meeting. Such temporarily attending the meeting. Such 

membership constitutes a sojourning membership constitutes a sojourning 

fellowship and is not to be included in fellowship and is not to be included in 

statistical reports.statistical reports.

!! Membership automatically ceases when Membership automatically ceases when 

person becomes inactive.person becomes inactive.
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MONTHLY MEETINGMONTHLY MEETING

!! Organization and FunctionsOrganization and Functions

1. Organization and Duties 1. Organization and Duties ––

A monthly meeting is a regular A monthly meeting is a regular 
organization of one or more congregations organization of one or more congregations 
and consists of all persons who are and consists of all persons who are 
recorded as members.recorded as members.

Meets at a regular appointed time.Meets at a regular appointed time.

Is charged with the administration of theIs charged with the administration of the

affairs of the meeting.affairs of the meeting.

MM Organization & FunctionMM Organization & Function

!! 2.Special Sessions2.Special Sessions

May be called by the presiding clerk or       the May be called by the presiding clerk or       the 
assist presiding clerk upon the request of three assist presiding clerk upon the request of three 
members.members.

Notice shall be given at a regular meetingNotice shall be given at a regular meeting

of the congregation at least 7 days prior to the of the congregation at least 7 days prior to the 
date of holding the special meeting; it shall date of holding the special meeting; it shall 
name the business to be considered and the name the business to be considered and the 
persons calling for the special meeting.  Only persons calling for the special meeting.  Only 
business named can be considered in special business named can be considered in special 
session. session. 

MM Organization & FunctionMM Organization & Function

!! 3. Appointment of Officers3. Appointment of Officers

!! Presiding ClerkPresiding Clerk

!! Recording ClerkRecording Clerk

!! TreasurerTreasurer

!! TrusteesTrustees

MM Organization & FunctionMM Organization & Function

!! Annual AuditAnnual Audit

!! Tenure in Office Tenure in Office –– appointed annually unless appointed annually unless 
otherwise stated.otherwise stated.

!! Records Records –– should be kept in a form approved by should be kept in a form approved by 
NCYM. Official minutes should be signed by NCYM. Official minutes should be signed by 
clerk and recording clerk.  The original copies clerk and recording clerk.  The original copies 
should be deposited each year in the Friendsshould be deposited each year in the Friends

Historical Collection at Guilford CollegeHistorical Collection at Guilford College’’s s HegeHege

LibraryLibrary

COMMITTEESCOMMITTEES

!! Nominating Committee Nominating Committee –– very importantvery important

!! StewardshipStewardship--Finance CommitteeFinance Committee

!! Standing Committees Standing Committees –– appoint committees to represent appoint committees to represent 
each area of service in the monthly meeting.each area of service in the monthly meeting.

!! Some examples:Some examples:

!! Christian EducationChristian Education

!! MissionsMissions

!! MusicMusic

!! PeacePeace

!! Young FriendsYoung Friends

!! Social Issues and MinistriesSocial Issues and Ministries

MM Relation to Quarterly MeetingMM Relation to Quarterly Meeting

!! Two or more representatives shall be Two or more representatives shall be 

appointed by each MM to attend quarterly appointed by each MM to attend quarterly 

meeting.meeting.
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MM Relation to Yearly MeetingMM Relation to Yearly Meeting

!! MM shall appoint one or more of its MM shall appoint one or more of its 

members to serve as a representative to members to serve as a representative to 

the annual sessions of the yearly meeting.the annual sessions of the yearly meeting.

!! MM shall appoint one person to serve as a MM shall appoint one person to serve as a 

member of the Representative Body.  (The member of the Representative Body.  (The 

MM should consider appointing its clerk.)MM should consider appointing its clerk.)

Meeting on Ministry and CounselMeeting on Ministry and Counsel

!! Meeting on Ministry and Counsel shall be Meeting on Ministry and Counsel shall be 

established for:established for:

!! Monthly MeetingMonthly Meeting

!! Quarterly MeetingQuarterly Meeting

!! Yearly MeetingYearly Meeting

Meeting on M & C MembershipMeeting on M & C Membership

!! Composed of all elders and resident Composed of all elders and resident 

ministers accepted for that service by the ministers accepted for that service by the 

monthly meeting.monthly meeting.

!! Pastors or those serving in a similar Pastors or those serving in a similar 

capacity shall be members of M&Ccapacity shall be members of M&C

!! Select one or more persons to serve as Select one or more persons to serve as 

clerks who shall keep a written record of clerks who shall keep a written record of 

proceedingsproceedings

M & C Time of MeetingM & C Time of Meeting

!! Shall hold regular sessions, preferably Shall hold regular sessions, preferably 

monthly but not less than quarterly.monthly but not less than quarterly.

!! Special meetings may be called by the Special meetings may be called by the 

presiding clerk of M & C on the request ofpresiding clerk of M & C on the request of

!! three members of M&C.three members of M&C.

M&C DutiesM&C Duties

!! Appoint representatives toAppoint representatives to--

!! Quarterly MeetingQuarterly Meeting

!! NCYM Annual SessionsNCYM Annual Sessions

!! General Care of the spiritual welfare and General Care of the spiritual welfare and 

religious work of the meetingreligious work of the meeting

!! Work cooperatively with pastor in Work cooperatively with pastor in 

providing ministry and care through providing ministry and care through 

prayer, counsel, and visitation.prayer, counsel, and visitation.

M&C DutiesM&C Duties

!! Pastoral Arrangements Pastoral Arrangements ––

!! When a meeting is considering new When a meeting is considering new 
pastoral leadership pastoral leadership –– M&C should seek M&C should seek 
counsel from NCYM Superintendentcounsel from NCYM Superintendent

!! Study resumesStudy resumes

!! Arrange interviews/trial sermonsArrange interviews/trial sermons

!! Any recommendation relative to pastoral Any recommendation relative to pastoral 
appointments or changes must be made appointments or changes must be made 
by M&C to the Monthly Meetingby M&C to the Monthly Meeting
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M&C DutiesM&C Duties

!! Meet with Finance Committee to Meet with Finance Committee to 

determine a financial packagedetermine a financial package

!! P.S.  When pastoral arrangements or P.S.  When pastoral arrangements or 

changes are being considered by M&C or changes are being considered by M&C or 

Monthly Meeting the pastor should not be Monthly Meeting the pastor should not be 

present except by invitation of the meeting present except by invitation of the meeting 

considering the matter.considering the matter.

M&C DutiesM&C Duties

!! Prepare MemorialsPrepare Memorials

!! Prepare the annual State of Society Prepare the annual State of Society 

Report (Spiritual Condition Report)Report (Spiritual Condition Report)

EldersElders

!! Appointed by the Nominating Committee Appointed by the Nominating Committee 

with approval by Monthly Meeting.with approval by Monthly Meeting.

!! 3 year terms with 1/3 of members rotating 3 year terms with 1/3 of members rotating 

off each year.off each year.

!! Should jointly feel the responsibility for the Should jointly feel the responsibility for the 

spiritual condition of members.spiritual condition of members.

!! (The position of elder is not transferable to (The position of elder is not transferable to 

another meeting.)another meeting.)

Recording of MinistersRecording of Ministers

!! M&C recommends those who have shown M&C recommends those who have shown 
evidence of a gift in ministry and good evidence of a gift in ministry and good 
character along with a deep religious character along with a deep religious 
experience and dedication to begin the experience and dedication to begin the 
recording process to Monthly Meeting.recording process to Monthly Meeting.

!! If Monthly Meeting approves of If Monthly Meeting approves of 
recommendation it is sent back to M&C recommendation it is sent back to M&C 
then M&C sends the recommendation to then M&C sends the recommendation to 
Quarterly Meeting on M&CQuarterly Meeting on M&C

Quarterly Meeting on M&CQuarterly Meeting on M&C

!! Upon receipt of recommendation from MM Upon receipt of recommendation from MM 
the the QMtgQMtg M&C shall appoint a committee M&C shall appoint a committee 
to appraise the general fitness of the to appraise the general fitness of the 
individual under consideration and report individual under consideration and report 
back to back to QMtgQMtg M&C.M&C.

!! If report is favorable, the recommendation If report is favorable, the recommendation 
shall be forwarded to NCYMshall be forwarded to NCYM--M&C by an M&C by an 
extract from the minutes of the extract from the minutes of the QMtgQMtg
M&C.M&C.

Recording of MinistersRecording of Ministers

!! If NCYMIf NCYM--M&C approves the action of the M&C approves the action of the 
quarterly meeting, the person is placed under quarterly meeting, the person is placed under 
the care of the NCYM Recording Committee.the care of the NCYM Recording Committee.

!! The person stays under the care of the The person stays under the care of the 
Recording Committee until all requirements are Recording Committee until all requirements are 
met.met.

!! When requirements are met the Recording When requirements are met the Recording 
Committee recommends to NCYMCommittee recommends to NCYM--M&C in M&C in 
annual sessions that a person be approved for annual sessions that a person be approved for 
recording.recording.
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MEMBERSHIPMEMBERSHIP

!! Application for membership should be made in Application for membership should be made in 
writing to the monthly meeting. Application writing to the monthly meeting. Application 
acknowledged by MM clerk then directed to MM acknowledged by MM clerk then directed to MM 
M&C.M&C.

!! Duty of M&C to guide applicants for membership Duty of M&C to guide applicants for membership 
in their search for Truth. It should be made clear in their search for Truth. It should be made clear 
to the applicant that regular attendance of to the applicant that regular attendance of 
meetings for worship and business and a meetings for worship and business and a 
willingness to support the work and services of willingness to support the work and services of 
the meeting with onethe meeting with one’’s time, talents, and s time, talents, and 
financial resources are responsibilities of financial resources are responsibilities of 
membership.membership.

QUARTERLY MEETINGQUARTERLY MEETING

!! Membership Membership –– all the members of the all the members of the 

monthly meetings monthly meetings –– in Western it is all the in Western it is all the 

members of the eleven meetings.members of the eleven meetings.

!! Officers and committees appointed by QM Officers and committees appointed by QM 

presiding clerk, recording clerk, a treasurer presiding clerk, recording clerk, a treasurer 

and committees as needed such as and committees as needed such as 

Nominating Committee, Program Nominating Committee, Program 

CommitteeCommittee

Function of QMFunction of QM

!! The quarterly meeting in session has the The quarterly meeting in session has the 
responsibility to seek inspiration, responsibility to seek inspiration, 
enlightened vision and a determined will enlightened vision and a determined will 
for Christian living in todayfor Christian living in today’’s world.s world.

!! Worship should be an important elementWorship should be an important element

!! The quarterly meeting shall be alert for The quarterly meeting shall be alert for 
ways by which the local meetings may join ways by which the local meetings may join 
together in efforts to make their Christian together in efforts to make their Christian 
witness more effective.witness more effective.

NORTH NORTH 

CAROLINA CAROLINA 

YEARLY YEARLY 

MEETINGMEETING
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ORGANIZATIONORGANIZATION

ANDAND

FUNCTIONSFUNCTIONS

FUNCTIONSFUNCTIONS

NCYM AS A FELLOWSHIP IN THE NCYM AS A FELLOWSHIP IN THE 

SOCIETY OF FRIENDS, CREATES AND SOCIETY OF FRIENDS, CREATES AND 

DIRECTS THE ORGANIZATION AND DIRECTS THE ORGANIZATION AND 

PROCEDURES THROUGH WHICH PROCEDURES THROUGH WHICH 

FRIENDS SEEK TO TRANSLATE THEIR FRIENDS SEEK TO TRANSLATE THEIR 

FAITH TO THE LARGER SOCIETY.FAITH TO THE LARGER SOCIETY.

FUNCTIONSFUNCTIONS

HISTORICALLY NCYM IN ANNUAL HISTORICALLY NCYM IN ANNUAL 

SESSIONS HAS BEEN THE PRINCIPAL SESSIONS HAS BEEN THE PRINCIPAL 

LEGISLATIVE AND ADMINISTRATIVE LEGISLATIVE AND ADMINISTRATIVE 

BODY ENTRUSTED WITH THE CARE BODY ENTRUSTED WITH THE CARE 

AND RESPONSIBILITY FOR MONTHLY AND RESPONSIBILITY FOR MONTHLY 

AND QUARTERLY MEETINGS AND FOR AND QUARTERLY MEETINGS AND FOR 

THE DIRECTION OF THE WHOLE THE DIRECTION OF THE WHOLE 

WIDESPREAD MISSION OF THE WIDESPREAD MISSION OF THE 

SOCIETY.SOCIETY.

FUNCTIONSFUNCTIONS

REPRESENTATIVE BODY NOW REPRESENTATIVE BODY NOW 

HANDLES MANY OF THE FUNCTIONS HANDLES MANY OF THE FUNCTIONS 

FORMERLY DELEGATED TO THE FORMERLY DELEGATED TO THE 

YEARLY MEETING AND QUARTERLY YEARLY MEETING AND QUARTERLY 

MEETINGS.MEETINGS.

NCYM MEMBERSHIPNCYM MEMBERSHIP

!! NCYM CONSISTS OF ALL THE NCYM CONSISTS OF ALL THE 

MEMBERS OF ITS MONTHLY MEMBERS OF ITS MONTHLY 

MEETINGS AND PREPARATIVE MEETINGS AND PREPARATIVE 

MEETINGS UNDER THE CARE OF MEETINGS UNDER THE CARE OF 

MONTHLY MEETINGS, QUARTERLY MONTHLY MEETINGS, QUARTERLY 

MEETINGS OR THE NCYM CHURCH MEETINGS OR THE NCYM CHURCH 

EXTENSION COMMITTEEEXTENSION COMMITTEE

NCYM ANNUAL ASSEMBLYNCYM ANNUAL ASSEMBLY

!! PRESENTLY MEETS OVER LABOR DAY PRESENTLY MEETS OVER LABOR DAY 

WEEKEND AT BLACK MOUNTAIN BLUE WEEKEND AT BLACK MOUNTAIN BLUE 

RIDGE ASSEMBLY.RIDGE ASSEMBLY.

!! ALL MEMBERS HAVE THE PRIVILEDGE ALL MEMBERS HAVE THE PRIVILEDGE 

AND RESPONSIBILITY TO ATTEND AND AND RESPONSIBILITY TO ATTEND AND 

PARTICIPATE IN THE SESSIONS OF PARTICIPATE IN THE SESSIONS OF 

NCYM WHEN IT IS POSSIBLE FOR NCYM WHEN IT IS POSSIBLE FOR 

THEM TO DO SO.THEM TO DO SO.
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APPOINTMENT OF CLERKSAPPOINTMENT OF CLERKS

!! COMMITTEE ON CLERKS MAKES COMMITTEE ON CLERKS MAKES 

REPORT AT ANNUAL SESSION REPORT AT ANNUAL SESSION 

RECOMMENDING A PRESIDING RECOMMENDING A PRESIDING 

CLERK; ASSISSTANT PRESIDING CLERK; ASSISSTANT PRESIDING 

CLERK; RECORDING CLERK; CLERK; RECORDING CLERK; 

ASSISTANT RECORDING CLERKS; AND ASSISTANT RECORDING CLERKS; AND 

APOINTEES TO THE NOMINATING APOINTEES TO THE NOMINATING 

COMMITTEE.COMMITTEE.

COMMITTEE ON CLERKSCOMMITTEE ON CLERKS

!! EACH QUARTERLY MEETING SHOULD EACH QUARTERLY MEETING SHOULD 

ANNUALLY NAME ONE PERSON FROM ANNUALLY NAME ONE PERSON FROM 

THEIR QUARTERLY MEETINGTHEIR QUARTERLY MEETING

!! TO SERVE ON THE COMMITTEE OF TO SERVE ON THE COMMITTEE OF 

CLERKS (NO LATER THAN FEBRUARY).CLERKS (NO LATER THAN FEBRUARY).

!! AN ALTERNATE SHOULD BE AN ALTERNATE SHOULD BE 

APPOINTED TO SERVE IN THE APPOINTED TO SERVE IN THE 

ABSENCE OF THE APOINTEE.ABSENCE OF THE APOINTEE.

NCYM PURPOSESNCYM PURPOSES

!! FRIENDS ASSEMBLE IN THEIR ANNUAL FRIENDS ASSEMBLE IN THEIR ANNUAL 

SESSIONS THAT THEY MAY SESSIONS THAT THEY MAY ““COME TO COME TO 

KNOW ONE ANOTHER IN THAT WHICH KNOW ONE ANOTHER IN THAT WHICH 

IS ETERNAL,IS ETERNAL,”” PROMOTE CHRISTIAN PROMOTE CHRISTIAN 

FAITH, LOVE AND UNITY, AND SEEK FAITH, LOVE AND UNITY, AND SEEK 

THROUGH WORSHIP AND THROUGH WORSHIP AND 

DELIBERATION THE LIGHT AND VISION DELIBERATION THE LIGHT AND VISION 

FOR CREATIVE CHRISTIAN SERVICE.FOR CREATIVE CHRISTIAN SERVICE.

DECISIONS WHICH ARE TO BE DECISIONS WHICH ARE TO BE 

DECIDED AT ANNUAL SESSIONSDECIDED AT ANNUAL SESSIONS

!! RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE 
COMMITTEE ON CLERKSCOMMITTEE ON CLERKS

!! ANY CHANGE IN FAITH AND PRACTICEANY CHANGE IN FAITH AND PRACTICE

!! THE RECORDING OF MINISTERSTHE RECORDING OF MINISTERS

!! ANY STATEMENT OF FAITH OR ANY STATEMENT OF FAITH OR 
PRONOUNCEMENT GIVEN IN THE PRONOUNCEMENT GIVEN IN THE 
NAME OF NCYM WHICH IS NOT NAME OF NCYM WHICH IS NOT 
CLEARLY STATED IN FAITH AND CLEARLY STATED IN FAITH AND 
PRACTICEPRACTICE

ANNUAL SESSIONSANNUAL SESSIONS

FOR YOUNGER FRIENDSFOR YOUNGER FRIENDS

!! JUNIOR YEARLY MEETING IS JUNIOR YEARLY MEETING IS 
CONDUCTED FOR CHILDREN CONDUCTED FOR CHILDREN 
NURSERY THROUGH JUNIOR HIGH NURSERY THROUGH JUNIOR HIGH 
AND RUNS CONCURRENT WITH THE AND RUNS CONCURRENT WITH THE 
ADULT SESSIONS.  It is a threefold ADULT SESSIONS.  It is a threefold 
program of worship, work, and play.program of worship, work, and play.

!! NCYM Christian Education Committee  NCYM Christian Education Committee  
sets up and conducts Junior Yearly sets up and conducts Junior Yearly 
Meeting.Meeting.

!! YOUNG FRIENDS YEARLY MEETING IS YOUNG FRIENDS YEARLY MEETING IS 

ORGANIZED AND CONDUCTED BY ORGANIZED AND CONDUCTED BY 

NCYM YOUNG FRIENDS ACTIVITIES NCYM YOUNG FRIENDS ACTIVITIES 

COMMITTEE.COMMITTEE.

!! THE PROGRAM SHALL INCLUDE THE PROGRAM SHALL INCLUDE 

WORSHIP, STUDY, RECREATION AND WORSHIP, STUDY, RECREATION AND 

BUSINESS.BUSINESS.
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REPRESENTATIVE BODYREPRESENTATIVE BODY

!! REPRESENTATIVE BODY IS THE REPRESENTATIVE BODY IS THE 

DECISION DECISION –– MAKING BODY OF NCYM MAKING BODY OF NCYM 

WHEN YEARLY MEETING IS NOT IN WHEN YEARLY MEETING IS NOT IN 

SESSION.SESSION.

!! REPRESENTATIVE BODY IS REPRESENTATIVE BODY IS 

RESPONSIBLE FOR THE OVERSIGHT RESPONSIBLE FOR THE OVERSIGHT 

OF THE WORK CARRIED ON BY THE OF THE WORK CARRIED ON BY THE 

YEARLY MEETING ORGANIZATION.YEARLY MEETING ORGANIZATION.

REPRESENTATIVE BODY REPRESENTATIVE BODY 

MEMBERSHIPMEMBERSHIP

!! ONE REPRESENTATIVE FROM EACH ONE REPRESENTATIVE FROM EACH 

MONTHLY MEETING, PREPARATIVE MONTHLY MEETING, PREPARATIVE 

MEETING, OR FELLOWSHIP.MEETING, OR FELLOWSHIP.

!! ONE REPRESENTATIVE FROM EACH ONE REPRESENTATIVE FROM EACH 

OF THE 3 COMMISSIONSOF THE 3 COMMISSIONS

!! CHRISTIAN EDUCATIONCHRISTIAN EDUCATION

!! CHRISTIAN SOCIAL CONCERNSCHRISTIAN SOCIAL CONCERNS

!! EVANGELISM AND OUTREACHEVANGELISM AND OUTREACH

THE FOLLOWING OFFICIALS BY THE FOLLOWING OFFICIALS BY 

POSITIONPOSITION

!! EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONEXECUTIVE COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSON

!! FRIENDS HOMES BOARD CHAIRPERSONFRIENDS HOMES BOARD CHAIRPERSON

!! MINSTERS ASSSOCIATION PRESIDENTMINSTERS ASSSOCIATION PRESIDENT

!! NCYM M&C PRESIDING CLERKNCYM M&C PRESIDING CLERK

!! NCYM M&C ASSISTANT PRESIDING CLERKNCYM M&C ASSISTANT PRESIDING CLERK

!! QUAKER LAKE BOARD OF DIRECTORS CHRQUAKER LAKE BOARD OF DIRECTORS CHR

!! NCYM QUAKER MEN PRESIDENTNCYM QUAKER MEN PRESIDENT

!! NCYM SUPERINTENDENTNCYM SUPERINTENDENT

!! STEWARDSHIPSTEWARDSHIP--FINANCE CHAIRPERSONFINANCE CHAIRPERSON

!! NCYM TREASURERNCYM TREASURER

!! NCYM TRUSTEES CHAIRPERSONNCYM TRUSTEES CHAIRPERSON

!! NCYM TRUSTEES OF TRUST FUNDS CHRNCYM TRUSTEES OF TRUST FUNDS CHR

!! NCYM USFW PRESIDENTNCYM USFW PRESIDENT

!! NCYM PRESIDING CLERKNCYM PRESIDING CLERK

!! NCYM ASSISTANT PRESIDING CLERKNCYM ASSISTANT PRESIDING CLERK

!! NCYM PROGRAM COMMITTEE CHRNCYM PROGRAM COMMITTEE CHR

!! NCYM RECORDING CLERK/ASST NCYM RECORDING CLERK/ASST 

RECORDING CRKRECORDING CRK

!! A YOUNG FRIEND FROM EACH QUARTERLY A YOUNG FRIEND FROM EACH QUARTERLY 

MEETINGMEETING

!! 15 MEMBERS CHOSEN AT LARGE UPON 15 MEMBERS CHOSEN AT LARGE UPON 

RECOMMENDATION OF NCYM NOMINATING RECOMMENDATION OF NCYM NOMINATING 

COMMITTEECOMMITTEE

!! IN ADDITION TO THE FOREGOING IN ADDITION TO THE FOREGOING 

REPRESENTATIVES, ALL YEARLY MEETING REPRESENTATIVES, ALL YEARLY MEETING 

MEMBERS MAY AND ARE ENCOURAGED TO MEMBERS MAY AND ARE ENCOURAGED TO 

ATTEND AND PARTICIPATE IN REP BODYATTEND AND PARTICIPATE IN REP BODY
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